
Olney Oaks Homeowners Association Board 

Minutes – March 23, 2011 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Dennis Bourque.  

 

Present: Don Beeson, Dennis Bourque, Jay Feinberg, Dick Harris, Carolyn Knight, Nicole 

Lechner, Marc Meltzer, and Theresa Kyne Robinson 

 

Illegal Dumping: About 200 feet from the end of the bike path that runs from Danube Lane to 

the Pepco power lines, there are three to five piles of detritus apparently carried in wheelbarrows 

from nearby lawns. Mr. Bourque said it is not worthwhile to pay someone to remove it; we will 

let nature take its course, but it is important to prevent further dumping transgressions. Jay will 

order “no dumping” signs for Dennis to install in this area. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Jay Feinberg 

Overall, the HOA is in sound financial condition with normal levels of expenditures except for 

tree service.  Through the end of February, we spent $6,450 on tree service compared to our 

$5,000 due to the blizzard. This does not include the recent removal of two fallen trees and some 

broken branches. 

 

 We have a dispute with U.S. Lawns over a charge of $2,220 for snow removal on January 30 

following the blizzard.  They charged for 6 hours use of a backhoe and 18 hours of labor. 

 A house on Headwaters Dr. was sold, and we received full payment for dues and collections 

fees. 

 A homeowner on Bilney finally paid dues for this year and collections fees. 

 A house on Shallow Brook was sold, and we received full payment for dues and collections 

fees. 

 Attorney David Gardner has filed lawsuits to collect dues and fees from a house on 

Headwaters Dr. and one on Shallow Brook.  These are different houses from the ones 

mentioned above. 

 No further action can be taken on one house because the owner declared bankruptcy. 

 Tax filings were prepared by H&R Block and mailed by March 15 as required. For the 2010 

calendar year, we had taxable income of $973, meaning that we had to pay federal taxes of 

$292 and state taxes of $89. 

 The Olney Oaks books for the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2010 were reviewed by Frank 

Giordano, CPA and found to be correct and in good form.  A signed letter was provided. 

 

Proposed budget for 2011-12 Fiscal Year 
Based on projected expenses, a budget of $66,965 is proposed – a $4,240 increase over this year.  

This will require a $10 per household increase in dues.  This is a 7% increase. 

 

New HOA Requirements from Maryland 
In 2010, the Maryland legislature passed Senate Bill 416.  This new law requires HOAs to give at 

least 10 days and no more than 90 days advance notice of the meeting at which the HOA board 

will adopt it proposed budget.  In addition, the HOA board must submit the proposed budget to its 

members by mail for review at least 30 days before voting on it.  This means that we have to mail 

the proposed budget out in mid-April and then hold a board meeting in mid-May to approve the 

budget so we can mail out the assessment notifications by June 1
st
. 
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Problematic Tree Stump 

 A large pine tree that fell during the January blizzard onto Queen Elizabeth Drive near the 

entrance wall was cut down by Joe Ferro, but a gigantic uprooted stump that oozes sap has 

attracted the attention of children because it can rise and fall. The stump cannot be ground out 

because it is uprooted and because of its size cannot be ground into mulch at the transfer station, 

but the stump must be removed. However, because the stump’s roots go under the wall, care must 

be taken to not disturb the wall during the removal... Mr. Ferro will call the transfer station to 

learn the cost of accepting the stump and will give us an estimate. U.S. Lawns will also give us an 

estimate for removing stump, and then filling the hole. The company has a 12 acre farm where 

they could take the stump. 

 

Snow Removal 

We contracted with U.S. Lawns to have snow removed from seven school bus stops and two 

stretches of sidewalk, and twice we have called U.S. Lawns to come back to remove snow from 

the sidewalk over the pipelines on Danube Lane, but far more area was shoveled than was 

requested. Showing us the map highlighted by U.S. Lawns, Mr. Bourque showed us that the 

shoveling included some areas that did not need to be cleared. Mr. Bourque has told U.S. Lawns 

to only shovel what is specified on the map we sent them that highlights the areas we want 

shoveled.  

 

We need to lock down a projected cost for next year. The alternative is that we do not pay for any 

snow removal, which we started to do five years after concerned parents at the annual meeting 

requested that bus stops be cleared.  

 

We have $5000 in the budget for snow removal, but we need to narrow down the areas to be 

shoveled and the cost per shoveling event. We need the contract before it starts snowing next 

winter.  

 

Tot Lots Mulch 

The tot lots need new special mulch that is not woodchips because wood chips can get into 

children’s eyes and mouths and make them ill because of the dyes.  The cost is much higher for 

the special mulch, possibly $2,500 for the large tot lot and $≤1, 000 for the town house tot lot. 

When we first changed from wood chips to the special mulch, all the wood chips were removed, 

the area was regraded, and rubber bushings were placed around the bottoms of the posts at the 

concrete. The mulch needs to be replaced every three years. The remnants of the existing mulch 

will need to be removed to make room for the new material.  Jay said the new budget includes 

some money for the new mulch, which is called Tot Lot Blanket 

 

Pavilion Roof 

There are many shingles missing from the roof because children have been climbing on it. Mike 

Dorsey recently had a new roof installed on his house and showed the roofer the pavilion roof. 

The roofer said he would do it for a fair price.  Dick Harris is trying to contact the company that 

installed the pavilion roof or will find another company to do the repairs. 

 

Sign Replacement 

Dennis Bourque showed us photos of signs created by U.S. Lawns for the Headwaters Drive 

entrance and on Morningwood at the other end of the neighborhood. The wooden signs will say 

Olney Oaks and be red with tan lettering to show up against the cream colored house behind it. 

Next year we will add a sign and replace the shrubs at the Queen Elizabeth entrance and add a 

sign at the intersection of Headwaters Drive and Morningwood with the same materials. Knock-

out roses, which bloom from April 1
st
 to November 5th and are dear-resistant, will be planted, as 
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will evergreens, red-twigged dogwoods, and pansies.  Watering is included. This will be 

considered a capital expenditure, and was mentioned at the annual meeting. To save money, we 

can buy all four signs this year and store the extra two signs for next year. The sign posts will be 

easily repaired. The posts are 4 x 4s with a 6 x 6 base going into the ground. 

 

Mr. Bourque said the improvements at the entrances will enhance the neighborhood and increase 

property values. We voted to approve the sign and landscaping improvements. Mr. Bourque will 

get larger proofs of the signs in three colors, but red seems to be the color that would stand out 

against the cream colored homes. 

 

Theresa Kyne Robinson and Carolyn Knight signed the contract for U.S. Lawns to install new 

entrance signs. 

 

Williams Pipeline 

Carolyn Knight passed out Williams Pipeline brochures and magnets, and Dennis Bourque 

welcomed the information because he has noticed a strange 80 feet x 40 feet depression above the 

pipeline near the Homeland Village exercise equipment where vibrations can be felt below your 

feet. The person who discovered it wanted to call but did not know who to call, so Bourque was 

pleased to receive the brochure.  

 

Williams uses a smart pig device about every seven years in populated areas that is pushed by the 

flow inside the pipelines and photographs any anomaly it finds on the walls of the pipeline.  

 

Carolyn reported the gas in these pipelines has no odor. Residents should be observant of any 

unusual occurrence, fading, heat rising, dead patch, or depression and should not tamper with the 

pipeline because it would damage it, causing corrosion at the least. No work should be done near 

the pipeline unless a Williams representative is present. 

 

Destroyed Grass 

Don Beeson shared there is evidence on the grass near the bridge that someone has driven on the 

grass with a vehicle and appears to have had to spin tires to leave. Jay Feinberg said the board had 

given permission to the water department to work on their lines. Dennis Bourque has noticed ruts 

on both sides of the sidewalk where the rip rap had been placed and mud on the road. The water 

department will be called to mend the grass and clean up the mud. 

 

Also at Queen Elizabeth Drive near the wall where the creek crosses, the water is cutting into the 

bank because the concrete has shifted. The water may eventually get behind the headwall and go 

under the road. Dennis Bourque said the whole area, 18 feet x 40 feet, which has overflowed the 

last five or six years, needs to have the sediment removed and dug out down to the concrete base 

all the way back to the inflow. Anything outside of the spill area is the homeowners association 

responsibility. In some prior year, we told the county about the water problem, and the county 

smashed down the area. Now the water runs freely and straight through the channel but spills out 

over the banks and floods a resident’s pool. It also washed away our stone wall that we had to 

remove. At some point, the county will need to take responsibility. 

 

 

Website 

Marc Meltzer is still revising the website, which will be Wordpress.  

 

The next meeting will be May 18 at Olney Elementary School from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.  


