
Olney Oaks Homeowners Association Board 

Minutes – April 14, 2010 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Dennis Bourque.  

 

Present: Don Beeson, Dennis Bourque, Jay Feinberg, Julia Pinto-Fryer, Dick Harris, Carolyn 

Knight, Nicole Lechner, Marc Meltzer, and Theresa Kyne Robinson 

 

A. Comments from Annual Meeting 
Jay Feinberg shared that many of the comments written on feedback cards at the annual meeting 

thanked the board for its volunteer work or offered community improvement suggestions. There 

were some complaints about a plumbing truck, however, and our attorney had told Jay 

commercial vehicles can park overnight in driveways but not on the street based on county and 

HOA rules. We received complaints about residents widening driveways, and according to Jay 

there are no county or HOA rules prohibiting widening a driveway or even paving a whole yard. 

The Montgomery County Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) 09-03 may limit parking of 

commercial vehicles in driveways and the amount of a residential property that could be paved. 

 

B. Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Jay Feinberg reminded us we had discussed at our last meeting the purchase of a 

fidelity bond to protect HOA board members from financial loss due to a board member’s 

dishonesty. In March he purchased a bond for $409 that will ensure coverage for one year. And to 

ensure proper supervision of accounts, Julia Pinto now receives and reviews bank statements. 

 

The association’s tax forms were completed by H & R Block. We have a carry over loss from last 

year and therefore paid no taxes. However, the snow storms created a financial burden, as seen 

below and further explained in Section C. 

 

December storm: $2,200 

February storms: $11,800 

 

Jay said there will still be $6,000 in the checking account at the end of the current fiscal year after 

the snow removal bills are paid and $4,000 if we correct the drainage behind the townhouses. 

 

C. The February Snowstorms 

President Dennis Bourque described the difficulty in removing the February snow. There were 

mounds of snow packed 5 – 8 feet high by front end loaders that had cleared the streets. U.S. 

Lawns had to break through sections of the mounds and shovel the sidewalks for 116 labor hours 

so that children would not have to walk in the middle of the street as they had been doing.  

 

Shortly after the storms, Dennis received a message from the county fire fighters to dig out the 

fire hydrants and contacted some board members for approval to have U.S. Lawns remove the 

snow from 72 hydrants. 

 

Dennis asked how the board members had fared during the storm; he had been deluged by calls, 

many from residents frightened by the combination of unplowed streets and electricity loss and 

some from residents angry that the association had not removed snow from their street, which is 

the responsibility of the county.  
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Dennis said we needed to consider finding a contractor to remove snow and expressed a concern 

for the many elderly in the community who were frightened or injured by the February storms. 

He shared that we might need to follow the example of the other communities and set a depth, 

perhaps 2 feet, at above which we will hire someone to plow.  

 

The board members discussed the realities of living on a secluded road. Sometimes a resident will 

be inconvenienced by something like a delay in snow removal. Is it really the association’s 

responsibility to pay for snow removal for the secluded roads? Do the residents need to be more 

patient, responsible, or helpful? 

 

Dennis said that we need to think over the next few months whether or not we want to offer snow 

removal to the community. If we raise the annual fees for snow removal and snow does not fall 

much in some years, we will have too much money which will be taxed. Dennis said we could 

adopt snow removal as an annual cost which will be banked. He will contact three large 

companies for a bid by the push, not by the hour. Snow removal is calculated by miles and is 

usually around $77.00 a mile. Dennis said the cost would be $7, 000 to $9,000 per storm. The 

insurance policies of the companies would pay for any damages incurred; a number of residential 

mail boxes were damaged by the front end loader in February. 

 

D. Downed Trees and the Possibility of More 

Dennis pointed out we will know further costs once May and June have passed because many 

trees were cracked during the storm and will fall in May or June. As for the debris in the dam, 

much of it was caused by the cutting but not removal of dead trees that subsequently floated into 

the dam area during the heavy rains of December 2. Jay said it is our responsibility, not the 

county’s, to clean the debris, and U.S. Lawns will do the first of three cleanings, all covered by 

our landscaping contract, on 04/06/10. 

 

E. Policy on Contractors 
Jay Feinberg shared that a paving contractor asked the HOA if we could promote his company. 

Dennis said we cannot promote any contractors. 

 

F. Crosswalk: Jay shared that at a prior annual meeting, someone asked about the possibility of 

building a crosswalk across Morningwood Drive at the intersection with Danube Lane, but the 

county will not do it because it is not a busy enough area. 

 

G. Trailers: Jay said we received a complaint about the trailer parked on Bilney Drive. Our 

covenants prohibit vehicles of that size from parking on the street. Dennis and Carolyn will 

contact the owner of the trailer. 

 

H. Swale behind the Townhouses 

Last year one of the townhouse residents on the south side of Carissa Lane complained that the 

grassy area (swale) behind the townhouses had sunk down and started draining water into his 

backyard and basement. His yard also needs to be raised up, so he agreed to pay half the cost. The 

project will include cutting down three pine trees and removing the stumps, adding fill dirt, 

regrading the area to direct water away from the townhouses, and planting new seed. U.S. Lawns 

submitted a bid for $8,000, but Dennis said his landscaping company will do the work for $3,550. 

The board voted to accept the bid from Dennis. 

 

I. Multi-Use Court for Pavilion? 

Julia Pinto shared a neighbor had approached her about putting up a basketball court, and Dennis 

said he had received bids between $20,000 and $50,000 when this issue was previously explored. 
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Julia said the neighbor had said he could do it for less. Dennis pointed out we need a multi-use 

court that includes basketball, four square, hopscotch and drop-end inserts for tennis.  

 

Jay Feinberg shared he would put together a budget prior to June 1
st
 and normally $7,500 - 

$9,000 is spent on various projects for the community. Dennis asked Julia to obtain a cost 

estimate for discussions at future meetings. 

 

J. Bridge Defacement 
Don Beeson, who had emailed board members pictures of multi-color and anti-police defacement 

on April 7
th
, told us the police recommended we paint over it. He had asked the homeowner who 

lives near the path if he had noticed any activity at the time of the defacement, but the 

homeowner had not. Jay suggested using a gel to peal off the paint and Dennis suggested sanding 

it off. Don has an environmentally safe paint stripper he could use, and Dick offered to help him. 

 

K. GOCA Update 

Carolyn Knight, GOCA Delegate, shared details about the April 13
th
 GOCA meeting. 

1. Olney Days expenses are higher than ever before, especially the stage. 

2. The county is experiencing a shortfall in revenue and must make more cuts in programs. 

3. Johnie Roth, of the Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department opposes the ambulance fee, but 

GOCA favors it. 

4. The Southeast Rural Olney Civic Association (SEROCA) is opposing the relocation of the 

First Baptist Church to their quiet area. 

 

M. Dues Mailing 

Jay Feinberg said the dues notice needed to be mailed by June 1
st
, and Carolyn Knight and Julia  

Pinto volunteered to help. Carolyn stated she would write a piece about recycling for the 

newsletter that accompanies the dues notice. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30. 

 


